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(57) Abstract 

An address signal and a data signal are correctly reproduced even if a multilayer optical disk is used which is produced by joining 
recording/reproducing faces in such a way that the first position of a sector on one recording/reproducing face does not completely agree 
with that on the other. In a working example, the relationship between the joining accuracy L and the length G of the gap area is given by 
L<G. In another working example, information is recorded within a length range corresponding to the joining accuracy L in the gap area as 
well as in the data area, and thereby the first and last positions of each sector on one recording/reproducing face is made to agree with those 
on the other. In further another working example, guard areas are provided at the first and last portions of the data area. 
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